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Black History exhibit showcases 50 years of information and
artifacts
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In celebration of Black History Month the Historically Black Schools of Mecklenburg County

host a month long exhibit each year, sharing the local history of school segregation and

integration. 



The exhibit showcases various photographs, newspaper articles, school uniforms, interview

footage and many other resources speci�c to the four historically black high schools that were

once operational in Mecklenburg County. 

This February, information on the Thyne Institute, Mecklenburg Training School, West End High

School and East End High School could all be found inside of the Thyne Memorial Presbyterian

Church in Chase City. 

This small church not only houses the exhibit, but is also part of the Thyne Institute’s history.

The church was once the place of worship for all the children attending the Thyne Institute. 

Before the Historically Black Schools of Mecklenburg County organization was formed in 2014,

there was a display of donated black history items that was shown at the R.T. Arnold Library in

South Hill. 

So, according to Glanzy Spain, an organizer of the exhibit and member of the HBSMC

organization, the items inside of the museum/library have been collected for over 50 years. 

Spain’s wife and another member of the HBSMC organization, Jean Spain, refers to the

collection not as a museum, but as a “library of resources that can be used to increase peoples’

knowledge of black history.” 

Along with the items that are on display, the exhibit features a video containing interviews of

people telling their stories of what it was like to live and go to school in Mecklenburg County

during the freedom of choice period.                              

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CJxORoEzdZK6yDN2poPMPkfKvuAa9huuCcujlvdDeEbzc9pj-DhABINWJkxZgycacjeykxBGgAYDw5-gCyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgTCAk_QFL_b7K9TnLo8GojVpQWVRBtZwJY7LcMltpuxdT0ljUQnwmB0GRCe-LKdQj7LQ3CtJfNlmTD3HB12rNb3R5osHYH-D6I7x_qJdpWlwoKq0sBlEn7hnyBV3ZBcX9PBhOvy4SIQ423XwwwAGO7caz19rArw9q-IL2KrZR7Uw3x_BghjFDmy99h5mBupA5G6WQIieLWX4kwK4amkp4iJ15oX1PyUX0bpRuQDgpy0Y6EVL9RICkQLxdkWIlOmNywcyvnlPKrc5f7Y02XzmjYMi8YRQ4n9v0Qq1_Y9jzq7Z500tNdh8JoaWhF9Mvp28Q5cmDts2IxLVigLCmbViarRh2VAhYGQ2Xc47gY2vVddz2lx9NoVV57nc5rmbb4xA2HsrAPix7D95wW82wNeTOaVvSoCD8FPXmegqgaeqaIFuvLbwlLABO24l8SPBOAEAaAGAoAH6I-YlwGoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbEC2AcB0ggUCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBASL39wTryCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTg4NzYxNjc2NjM4NDEzMDaxCfeXAe1bN-LggAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2gwRCgsQ0JHhkPOwnpfUARICAQOqDQJVU8gNAdgTDNAVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIroLek5zigAMV3RRoCB0R-QtnEAEYASAAEgJYa_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPABpAlJWws5hjuDgwkiU48cyWZaTLB8t9HZIdt53uhoYqAqIyBVapPN8vUqoATGaydjpcie2uPKnCXKxwRgB&sig=AOD64_3K8WjuITydt72W1zRtopt67XLZ_w&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://info.blissy.com/my-perfect-gift-2%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle-display%26utm_content%3Dgoogle-display%26utm_term%3Dgoogle-display%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26affId%3D2%26c1%3Dgoogle%26c2%3Dgoogle-display%26c3%3Dgoogle-display%26c4%3Dgoogle-display%26c5%3Dgoogle-display%26skipqualify%3Dtrue%26nbt%3Dnb%253Aadwords%253Ad%253A1854112462%253A141608475757%253A658183537836%26nb_adtype%3D%26nb_kwd%3D%26nb_ti%3D%26nb_mi%3D%26nb_pc%3D%26nb_pi%3D%26nb_ppi%3D%26nb_placement%3Dwww.thenewsprogress.com%26nb_si%3D%7Bsourceid%7D%26nb_li_ms%3D%26nb_lp_ms%3D%26nb_fii%3D%26nb_ap%3D%26nb_mt%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIroLek5zigAMV3RRoCB0R-QtnEAEYASAAEgJYa_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPKWD_BYNrZy1A2c4F6LofQ0CTsPFIrlaXWMOvG6Q0rsyE46C0ABvJ9fwpiIDIfV5Bl0CXV-kXeEL1QQ7icrMXbtk63JFa9BwPzqFGPnP2Ahg8XSO1h-m_B4OqKObK0SDMquJ88cMnhFXuJt-TJ-W10FX17986g05LmqATr0gxP3q8TGKAfTL1dhiWTUNKvt3_Pdovdbb0bPWwgQM80SC-qrE5sn8_xJ8Mmp8Nr9awfMc29a7--xBsIh7YvUSyNFO0WnJdotiEZS2PAR3HEvOPIti8vHjVxHsL4ZOhsiXlJxlEeogyaDX5jA2VS_8SPxZRTfZbICgkQjvtZgBku4d0lYI9D-N_mAz_KTg0vxcWG5O36aW7Tfq1K-9QAYOlggnLshwuwzLsd3V2X633FbfNvi3a8QKdGgIjr-EVDzEe1TgBjHjGn6cqmnWlGHDVA1FcvZ8-hfJpTuBAcpxbJwK0FhTaF9PV6UKcD7U_cU12XoZ7UK8eqTICKlFYez7w4qeqxDOSu1oOFK7KaOVRtKlrI5L84G4UM1iU-FvW8kXJDAESG_R6nFiqxCMRLh--B6uMBrFvej0OsOWAwGnFAH50zlsokMkMIdK1vRBrFg70SMZICTk31AUDOlq7V-S9sDo9l3uzc_lT1IGrY8ktMWs5309cSzVPOv7jJY3K68kyXolfZZ6zchKtqa0Dzacr3OZnrW_PKJiy0LNSb4Fyq55xIRs1KzacxU0ukNDeAgpkZNFqXhye-qtAm0XCvSJ3HmYGAboU2MAdsoE_UD4k736Cc6UgSzMcrw-1O3d4okWNzwODDtEaS4W2OJ3C1UgKduxUElGo0jGkasQv338CaOBv7RvO7ULX599zZ7o8VzkHElUQW2J9jZJMCU-GDHLe8AqHxJ75olyVGT3Qt8_4kMjyRJyH15m8Muq0sxkqtwNz8NH7kYnusXI1_JhMxmmPLktO3d-N6XSOizXoE4nHtgqynLMGl3apnUvWD1TcUMTy8ozTmYXbn1gvT4xhcZ5WBRFI7ZKw1DgpXQjEzOpDqtG5KCTpGIOdWmOGzyKOIjXPKLysCg05tccJR8w4ZAKQfdf2a29tB60AGFZo3sxBphtWrjMUIn-WsaWrJtF7oCXG3jQkZRQcdODia2GHv9gISO0pJeOfBPELzJ2yqjTE7dvzAayc7H-1PIZr8vNH6QqDkFvSmTm-4YsijvCX0isSBCOEk2pqg_LnVgv1joAApGDuSsUkB4WF_JUwONvQ8Fb8VtPnDW0YgCuZxJFuqBXmlnOam1CTx7r-iLOQPOd3RbZcFXw_FxTZI9IoOvSgc-u4Hc23GDOD7_rE3i1mNCIqQrbElJx4PFK2sgGMIIFL6sttDDvnkDH0IlJcI8MNchZOKKz6L5Wk6R25DdQ_YMLGo9ftKHG_z8_qlTq_L0jOldCkdZW3TP3mk--fASQSJaHVAyEXVjbHzP_JIa-f8Nzz9G1ZdCCRp98bebhC4fMk1ZvAkSWZXxT6OWLB-IzFsvWrb-88Hk_2Eb35gjS74gTFSQtsx-wI8UoVs4GRs4YOY0Cv6tnrB8FfFZHsw5bHyg0M6uGVyb5V4IXUTOCDH78oMdUNhIde1nkxF9Dv7nweFfRNdlDV7OBiCQUGijYFEeEXyQ5dm5mcclWr5f-tB_a01mf1PkrZ_gJ9kVQIaT-LWkDasjg3YclOAx6gawh9d58CWSPijr6-P07VVjIzkb129BCJLqCBx6RFjGxlw4EwFqGIK43psxsDHkAZhQ_R16rWGYzL6n9qN3Ki_cbA8F3JFYJy6vYWwujpIsMfAyJscRPFRybj9s5HLekFfOKJMLl0Qa1y95Y73sTb-dRQxtsRVlrZdZTZSldkqISyC6z7_DCSu0EOU3VZ1K5wJGUBlbKoxgctqZX94m7yjgey_seYN1sZQuyLICEDTOuyzd_c6laOcWIxxaMtF23YNHKloEjTMrQbUoFxmB4wXWXwKAvYp6


The interviewees in the video are all people that during the Freedom of Choice time period

form around 1965 to 1970 chose to go to an integrated school in Mecklenburg county. 

Spain’s wife said the idea behind the interviews is to “tell the story of where you came from

and where you are going.” 

Spain’s wife is still looking for anyone willing to talk about their experience during that time

whether they were in elementary, middle or high school. 

To Much Dust in Your House?
#1 Best Way to Get Rid of
Dust in Your Home

If anyone is interested in answering a few questions and telling their story for others to hear

you can email Jean Spain at yougobears@hotmail.com. 

The exhibit is open to the public Monday through Saturday form 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the

remainder of the month of February.  The Thyne Memorial Presbyterian Church is located next

door to the Thyne Institute Memorial at 5188 Highway 47 in Chase City.
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