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Local group hoping to preserve memory of Mecklenburg's Historically Black Schools
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Alumni and associates from the four historically black high schools in Mecklenburg County have been meeting monthly to plan, strategize, and to
accomplish their mission to secure land in a suitable location to construct a building meant to not only serve as a display of artifacts and
accumulated history of the four schools but also as a community center for gathering and more.

The Historically Black Schools of Mecklenburg County, VA organization came into existence in January of 2014 and consists of Alumni from East
End High School, West End High School, the Thyne Institute, The Mecklenburg County Training School, and supporters of their efforts. Their
mission is “to collect, assemble and preserve a collection of artifacts, memorabilia and profiles” for prosperity and for future generations.

The idea for the organization came to be when Mecklenburg County Training School Alumni, W.P Hudgins, Mr. Glanzy Spain, Mrs. Jean Spain,
and other alumni decided that something needed to be done to preserve the memory of these historic schools. “A lot of the alumni [from these
schools] are senior citizens and there aren’t too many left. So we thought what if we could come together and figure out what kind of legacy we
could leave for these schools,” said Mr. Spain.

There are several sites being considered for the Community Center based on availability of funds. Letters of interest have been sent to the
Mecklenburg County Board Supervisors for the project to be considered for the soon to be vacant Park View and Bluestone Middle Schools. “We
feel confident that our requests for the artifacts [from the Mecklenburg County School Board] will be granted but we need a suitable location to
house this very important history.”
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https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPJJOMFdlxgLeiYpLR58k5eiwBfAYMU8hJzzMtjh3jbGeMB0ZwIO4gl4pSrMo0B7Z-WjI_yv2ph-J9bm6CM3V_9wXW4UwmdhHJUu-1n3dc8XQJYuZIXXU-GQ37xn4s9V4jtfTo-tVHcBvKFcAr1-PIqzNMQgE1x3b8k79Sloa4WSQzFHvaEcGq449KArxMKjrlK-0YooSW9TgefqUde4IPbLJ908IJx6CquKj0v3MrqtYCtaYudsiKtVkuKOulMX3HR9QlOOEb8MTHnNbzeKKJJ4YOwfu9VB5X3ahQrUEGFsiDjpQkLY9zJgenoZ_GsZyYaE0Kiwq8khtn0TrkoJmhUPCyHdUpTTUyqIOF0k9ZXr2kAe4WJ55ahfiEKlWlXU3fPk2pL3V8k3Cgho-ltpHYegBRKhyT1HA5d8TuA2UaW07nXuZlyyNgBhZ-mwpVZidvwj2Y6zOo5ZYEq72Wos0F-TZyGy1XbGfrVVsnC_wsU6k_00pEyMWYGCawXqG0XlewiAiQdsqETWkr3f2-QYvlxVSi0X1UBmpuyjCmjhkYgEHB68b14uLKo2DOyX7bNk5PtdvfeJwaM-IL79SyOlbdgPyCUXI_282qxa1ONJcl46pce0em7Xo3bdB7qRE0cFRKZbjBeuPOwD03EGQd6DoGwZilND8oRmilu4D4yEMzP3BrOhKFFiP_jjimH1W27-7rmOAgoTsetunaMtV-zUrn6IL1iW3NQJBZunBk4TdItiT5FZ_WDpBZq3DHa70V-c0Xrh7MmG-bGQW-NoKmBM223hZkQBNrb5_rO4-1gsuMAytkdgydVPr9UhCIeyqxWZIxssoewjZiATvY8ViPxRKUFHwK2r6V2JSrW5c3hxLHpI6QiVkyIlaQh45CPgEBurEoN4rQ7YCjh3-VwFZRApr1AdubiEQWmaxR7INAU8YiV8lCT2jfMoaM4n4rhbPZcBROekPm9D1kXgGpToGoucy4_zNNA9ofp_6xaHb-0Sby_aVKpE28PAEeOO3KHhssRnLcqJhRGy67hZZ3g2O6U9g5KDsLfbL-n2HRIGiRRL1A9-A1IZ9ygNoGLBbgTUkTSD6dRl_wm5cG7rl2Cc7DNot4F7ZdGrwSrPjqn9JtJvtjmfOISRbLIh-OxfVdRPAoYKdVLTCF8HSG8YzjJZ08aw-BbnPfMRQO7hEnJj5Y6QeuL91-uIoun8HAcW5M_213LKI6KkDRnnxlEqXuw1U32yt70D-OuxrddtAkEsGA4YwgG2pDtUxkh22ZR-NTiwRDawWsVoAirvwe9EdeceZjnYfgL2s3bJnagSwEpSxBSLwWfi3wZL-jWkKyAT6QAI_nh-zyS1fDw_TnMQSVbn4BDQFqVSUhwep6Vxs0F6fK9cq-YQ9eATY078uM4TRVX20y0QaRzwT88zbkxCWAYo4a3auESqKof1IqQtFXe2Y5qsd_1sfqYVPxRyqJL7pBcnDGi4o6sXI0DmRGpR3HjEj-hgZQK2bMrlTf9R6hGmVvMr3cPSRmVpyhP4mLv1tscvoIyr33qklr3x60Pdq2IyuIqdtTvxcIpGGroCQ0i5U1y4XuTZOpfLfIlmV-YeMPJkFaOf8e2q0XrJ_j6V3Q4R6hs_NYYZTmBIdJBKulGuTvJjeV152fJxjxiEPe07QYogXMTvu6v1GPFO9Wi6us2Qxkqi4R0JUnhJ5D-Zfb-Us21CGPUq0TuOn-1hZ3Sa4akWLMlMISmgoO81h5UCJfC3po44KXIN37Agp93zz9wg761r-jiJoJIbobTCEFYbAqpWW9h9GnSTJE2ty_LL5mP3SVJZioWpOUlK1hqO4bdKnUcmhItOrJH3o6yjHKutjufY_SHFQ6nFB25-MhlQDXJ3sF0nkWcgL5OLOMV2VdyzOXAb1LGZyj4PKFA9hgu2MGE-G2gjmNpiSFrx8tAQUllzcjClj9KtgzAa7_8y0Bld_sGULi1OsfxRInTA4KFHc9XIES9NFWAAEizHu8LTaKFyoukJnWOAjCmAvUpE5g2Hh2yDcHXXN4z0WQhDC2n3j581Idg4ObhdWvKid-T_TGi-1rMkZ3eUzJzlkS3NLT7CnGUWqh4IFZQjZw
https://i.w55c.net/cl?t=1&btid=MTAxODAyODE2NTQ0OTZfODI1OTIxNzI4Xzc1NTYyMjUxNTgwMXxNRmtvQzBsWmk0fDE2OTIyMjM5Njk2NDh8MXxYbURybTMxQXEwfFhSeWhkVW4wRzd8YUdBN011Z3YxUXdtT201fDMwMDAwMDB8fHx8LjBQfFVTRA&ei=MEDIANET&tpc=&rurl=https://www.collegeavestudentloans.com/lp/undergrad-student-loans/?utm_campaign=ctv-peak-ay22&utm_source=roku&utm_medium=tv&utm_content=display&brand=college%20ave&tar_str=rt&goal=acquisition

Please consider pledging a tax-deductible financial donation to the Historically Black Schools of Mecklenburg County Virginia to help make this
dream a success. Contact committee President Glanzy Spain or Priscilla Walker at 434-738-6669 for donation details or questions about the
project.

Thyne Institute

The Thyne Institute was a private faith-based institution run by the United Presbyterian Church of North America. The students who attended
the school paid their own tuitions. The school began under the teachings of Reverend John Ashenhurst in a small, poorly equipped room but was
later named the Thyne Institute after a man by the name of John Thyne built a large three-story structure, along with three smaller buildings, on
a five acre lot in Chase City.

Between the years of 1872 and 1896 the school worked to add classes to their curriculum and in 1896 the first class of students graduated from
the institute. Thyne Institute was first accredited by the State of Virginia in 1911 and remains the first high school in Mecklenburg County to
elevate its classes to a 12t grade status. Today a marker sits on the side of Highway 47 on the grounds where the school stood near the current
Chase City Elementary School.

Mecklenburg County Training School

The Mecklenburg County Training School was the first public high school for black children in the county, opening with 200 students in
attendance. The school was built on a two-acre lot on the east end of Virginia Street in South Hill. The school was first accredited in 1930 by the
State the Virginia in 1930. There is a highway marker on Virginia Street east of South Mecklenburg Avenue near Meadow Street.

West End High School

After much discussion about the need for a high school on the west end of Mecklenburg County, West End High School officially opened its doors
in September of 1935 with an “enrollment of approximately 100 freshmen from the age range of 14 to 20 years of age. The range was of such to
accommodate students who had finished elementary school, but had no place to attend to get more education.”

West End High School operated under the instruction of Principal Robert O. Harris, who was also serving as the only teacher at the time. In an
effort to save time and money, the students and parents worked on digging the foundation for the auditorium and science classroom. “More
than fifty parents gave gifts of $10 or more to aid with the buying of construction materials. Some parents purchased buses to transport the
students to West End. The school graduated its first class of twenty students in 1939. The original structure was built on Caroline Street in
Clarksville.

East End High School

East End High School started with an enrollment of 450 students in 1953. Students from the Mecklenburg County Training School and all black
students from the Eastern End of the county attended the school upon its opening. The first principal was Mr. Emmett Taliaferro along with
Assistant Principal O.G. Walker. The school was operating in what is now known as Park View Middle School on Dockery Road in South Hill.



